S.N.M COLLEGE MALIANKARA

(Affiliated to Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam)

1. Title of the program : “Human Rights and Contemporary Indian Democracy”
2. Name of the Coordinator/s: Nikhil MB , Saipriya Sudarsn & G Jyothsna

3. Organizing Department: Department of Economics

4. Date : 05/1/2024

5. Number of participants: 94

6. Venue: Seminar Hall
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. Resource Person/s : Adv. Muhamemd Ibrahim Abdulsamad, Dr. S Muraleedharan &
Dr. Bibin Kuriakose

8. Objective of the Program: To inculcate basic knowledge about the human rights and
contemporary Indian democracy among students

9. Detailed description of the event:

The One -day National Seminar sponsored by the Institute of Parliamentary Affairs, Govt.
of Keralaon “Human Rights and Contemporary Indian Democracy”was conducted by the
Department of Economics,S N M College Maliankara on 5% January 2024.

The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. Jitha T H Principal, Snm College Maliankara at
10 .00 am. The session began with welcome address by Sri. Nikhil M B , Head of the
Department of Economics, S N M College Maliankara .Special Address delivered by
Dr. M H Remesh Kumar, Assistant Professor Department of History Maharaja's College
Ernakulam. Shri. P M Antony, Ward Member Vadakkekara Grama Panchayath gave the
benedictory address and facilitated the programme where he pointed the need to question
the socio-political and economic injustice prevailing even after seven decades of national
Independence. The Programme Convener, Smt. Saipriya Sudarsan extended the Vote of
Thanks.

The theme presentation of the seminar was initiated by Adv. Muhamemd Ibrahim
Abdulsamad, Lawyer & Legal Columnist , his topic was “Innocent Prisoners In Indian Jails:
Human Rights of Accused and Convicts". He pointed out on law and justice stressing on the
significance of the voice of the majority. The most important issue he expressed was the
dynamic influence of various concepts in the Human Rights. It was highly a thought
provoking talk on the very concept of Human Rights and social justice in a very novel way.
Presentation was so brief but to the point and was very impressive in every sense of the
word.

The second talk was by Dr. S Muraleedharan Retd. Professor, Department Of Economics
Maharajas College, Ernakulam , his topic was "What Are The Challenges To Protecting
Both Human Rights And Democracy" He opined it as the tolerance of the prejudices of the
minority and to be considered as the Living physical body'. He also talked on the "law'
which is the voice of democracy. He queried whether there are people in the society who
are deprived of justices. He talked on pluralities in social justice and on ordinary law and



constitutional law. He stressed on social justice mainly on economically weaker sections and
pointed out on the economic scaling system. He expressed his views from his own
experience he had from several places. Another point he mentioned was about weakness (in
a social group) which was evidently experienced during Covid pandemic time (exemplifying
from the use of electronic gadgets etc.). He elaborated on power and powerlessness and its
complexities in this stratified societies, demanding basic needs.

The second session was by Dr. Bibin Kuriakose Assistant Professor in History, Marthoma
College for Women and the topic was: "Contextualising Human Rights in Contemporary
India” Rights are natural and occur as a consequence of human interaction. However, there
are not any natural rights and rights are always state given. And also no right is absolute. All
rights are subject to the control of state. Definition of human rights according to Indian
Constitution is very limited. Human rights may appear as more significant than fundamental
rights. Fundamental rights are more important from a legal perspective than human rights.
Human right violation need not always be a violation of legal rights. Human rights it can be
said that gives only an image of rights.

10. Outcome of the event / Evaluation by Program Coordinator:

The seminar was very effective in giving insight to the students about Human Rights and
Contemporary Indian Democracy. At the end of each session, the Participants could clear their
doubts about the topics presented by the resource persons. All the presentations were thought
provoking and interesting to the students.
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13. List of participants
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