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1. Title of the program: Colloquium on climate change impacts on Ecosystems

2. Name of the Coordinator: Dr. Thushara V S

3. Organizing Department: Department of Botany

4. Date: 14th August 2023

5. Number of participants: 90

6. Venue: Seminar hall

7. Resource Persons: Dr. Semeena V Shamsudheen & Dr. Abhilash S

8. Objective of the Programme: The colloquium was conducted to create awareness among

students on critical issues such as climate change through different perspectives and

disciplines. Climate change education should be part of an education for sustainable

development that helps people to develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge to make

informed decisions for the benefit of themselves and others, now and in the future - and to act

upon these decisions. Knowledge regarding climate change helps young people to understand

and tackle the consequences of global warming, encourages them to change their behaviour

and helps them to adapt to what is already a global emergency. The theme for colloquium on

14th August 2023 focussed on climate change impacts on ecosystems.

9. Detailed description of the event: The colloquium was organized by the Department of

Botany in collaboration with Advanced Centre for Atmospheric Radar Research, Kochi on

14th August 2023 in Seminar hall at 9.30 am. The Theme selected for the colloquium was

“Climate change impacts on ecosystems”. Dr. Semeena V Shamsudheen, Scientist and project

leader at UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Wallingford, UK and Dr. Abhilas S,

Director, Advanced Centre for Atmospheric Radar Research CUSAT, Kochi were the

resource persons for this colloquium. Welcome address was delivered by Dr. M G

Sanilkumar. The programme was inaugurated by Dr. Jitha T H, Principal.. The event was

felicitated by Smt. Binsha B, Head of Department of English. Dr. Remya Krishnan C R and

Dr. Simi M S made introductory remarks on resource persons. Dr. Semeena delivered a

lecture on “Enhancing ecosystem mapping through earth observations”. She explained about

remote sensing, climate change models and the importance of vegetation. The second lecture



was delivered by Dr. Abhilash S, on “Uncertainity in monsoon activity linked to global

warming”. He shared his knowledge on monsoon, variability in season, reason behind less

rainfall in Kerala during Karkataka month (Malayalam calendar) and effect of El-nino. There

were 90 participants, many from college including teachers, students.. The colloquium

included paper presentations by PG and research scholars in the afternoon session. The

presentation session was chaired by Dr. C N Sunil, Research Advisor, Department of Botany.

There were 10 paper presentations from both Botany and Zoology departments. Best

presentation award was given to Athira Muraleedharan of Department of Botany. The

programme came to an end by 5.00 pm. The vote of thanks was given by Dr. Thushara V S.

10. Outcome of the event/Evaluation by Programme Coordinator: This programme was

helpful to educate people and raise their awareness regarding the causes and consequences of

climate change. This programme created an awareness among students about the need for

caring for the environment.
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